THE EPIC OF CAPTAIN SCOTT

turn out time after time to dig them out;
one or two of the restless animals would
always kick the walls down, and rebuilding
them added to the labour. However, on the
whole the ponies did well at this time ; they
were pulling 700 Ib. each except the two
crocks. Chinaman and Jehu, who were only
asked to pull 450 Ib, The marches were kept
down to 13 miles a day.

The two dog-teams, which had started later
as they could travel faster, caught up the
ponies on November jih. Meares, who had
brought the dogs from Siberia, had spent
several years in that part of Asia, and had also
made a remarkable journey into unknown
Tibet. The other driver was Dimitri, a
Russian boy, who had been engaged to help
look after the dogs.

As is very often the case in the polar regions,
particularly when the seasons are changing,
conditions varied from day to day. On
November 8th, Scott wrote in his diary :
' We are picking up last year's cairns with
great ease, and all show up very distinctly.
This is extremely satisfactory for the home-
ward march. With pony walls, camp sites
and cairns, our track should be easily followed
the whole way. Everyone is as fit as can be.
It was wonderfully warm as we camped this
morning at 11 o'clock ; the wind has dropped
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